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The Occupier

From the North Solihull Partnership
Dear Sir or Madam,

Re: Woodlands Highway development

I am writing to keep you up to date with what is happening with our proposals for this site following our latest community consultation on these plans in September.

The residential plans we talked to you about in September were very similar to the previous residential scheme. The main difference was that the houses on the Chester road side were set further back from the Chester Road to address noise concerns raised by the SMBC’s Planning Committee.  
The improvements to the green space we talked you about in September included many more improvements to the green space than ever before. These improvements mean that this green space will now be a high quality neighbourhood park.

As with any development on green space some local residents have expressed concerns about the proposals for this site.  We have tried very hard to address as many of peoples concerns as possible but this has not always been possible. I have included some questions and answers information which you may find helpful.
After considering all of the issues we feel that on balance this development is still very important to the Regeneration of North Solihull and will offer a much needed improvements to the green space to create a new neighbourhood park.

The North Solihull Partnership have not made any significant changes to the proposals we showed you in September and will soon be making a planning application to Solihull Council for their consideration. As part of this process Solihull Council will write to households immediately affected by the proposals and invite them to make any comments in writing to them for their consideration. 


I would also like to take this opportunity to include the latest design for the improvements to the green space for your information.
I would again like to thank everyone who gave their views on our proposals. Should you have any additional questions about Woodlands Highway or the regeneration of North Solihull, please contact the Regeneration Hotline on 0800 389 7997 or email us at info@northsolihull.co.uk.

Yours faithfully,
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Woodlands Highway Questions and Answers

Why do you want to build new homes here?

Land receipts generated by the building of new homes are the main way in which the Regeneration of North Solihull is funded. The regeneration includes projects that will directly and indirectly benefit the local community ranging from the excellent new Kinghurst Primary and Smithswood Community Primary Schools through to the new village centre and improvements to green spaces. 

In order to achieve these objectives we need to build new homes on some sites that are not currently used for housing.

What are your proposals for Woodlands Highway?

We are proposing to develop 34 new homes including houses and apartments on part of the site and improve the retained green space to create a neighbourhood park. 

The neighbourhood park aims to create a green space that can be enjoyed by everyone and will include:

· Enhanced orchard and community garden space

· New areas of quality planting

· A goal and basketball net (half MUGA)

· New seating

· A local area of play, based on natural play principles

I have included the latest plan of the park which shows all of the proposals.

I am concerned that the park might attract anti social behaviour?

The design for this park has been drawn up by experienced landscape architects in conjunction with Solihull MBC to as much as possible design out crime, for example:

· The materials used within the park such as the seating and play elements will be robust and be designed to with stand as much misuse as possible.

· This site will benefit from having excellent natural surveillance from the surrounding homes and has been designed to limit any potential places to hide out of site. 

· The park will also benefit from a well used footpath across it, joining the crossing across the Chester Road.

I am concerned that the new residential development will remove a footpath that is well used by children?

There are currently several footpaths across this green space. While our proposals will mean one being removed, a pavement around the site will be provided instead. The new pavement will be well lit and give people an alternative to walking across the green space.

The existing footpath across the green space will also be enhanced and benefit from the additional natural surveillance the new housing will provide.
A suggestion was made to swap the residential development with the improvements to the green space, was this considered?

All of the comments we receive are fed into the process and considered. On balance however it was agreed that this would not be a better location for the new park.

Parking along Windward Way is already an issue will the new residential development make this worse?

The new housing has been designed that all of the parking is within a gated rear courtyard and therefore parking on Windward Way should not be affected.

It is also worth noting that the ‘Woodlands’ Cluster has not yet been master planned, the new master plan for the area could resolve a lot of the current issues that residents are experiencing including the lack of parking.

Why is the entrance to the development still opposite the bungalows?

We have thought very carefully about this and asked the Council for advice. We are keeping it in this location because after considering alternatives, on balance this is the best location.

You can find out more information about Regenerating North Solihull by:

· Ringing the Regenerating North Solihull Hotline on 0800 389 7997
· Emailing us at info@northsolihull.co.uk
· Having a look at our website www.northsolihull.co.uk
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